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COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

Qwmo to the pernicious orders in council, not more than one half of tne usual 
quantity of flaxseed is sown in Ireland, this year. In many placet the old Riga seed was 
of had quality, and the people are now resowing their grounds. ,Oor staple trade must 
suffer considerably from this deficiency. In the mean time, hawever, the speculators in 
flax not finding it convenient to hold it much longer, that article ha» fallen considerably. 
In Liverpool Irish flax now sells at about 13*. per stone. 

The sale of uneos both in London and Dublin is suspended. The wholesale drapers in 
London have made a stand against purchasing at the present price*, but it is said that 
the stock of linens in their warehouses is small. Brown linen's in this country have ex- 
perienced little 'depression ; from these considerations, and from the small quantity of 
flaxseed sown, there is little room to expect a permanent fall on this article- 
Since tike alteration of the embargo m America, sosne vessels have arrived from that 
country. A small quantity of flaxseed was received, but totally inadequate to the supply 
needed. Cotton wool has fallen very greatly in price, to the no small loss of the specu- 
latorsjn that article. If they only suffered there would be little cause for regret, bu|t 
the holders of that article for the necessary purposes of their trade, also suffer. Such are 
the effects of the commercial war system, and of speculation carried to the unwaarantable 
lengths to which it has latterly arrived. To .the speculations in linen, flax and cotton, 
we may add the speculation in fine wool, and superfine woollen-cloths. Owing to the 
seizure of a quantity of Vicuna wo<4 in Spain, by the French, speculation was imme- 
diately at work, and without any adequate cause, the manufactures of fine wool advanced 
most rapidly. The effects have been dismal, and according to a calculation made 
by some members of the board of agriculture in England, it is computed that 20,000 
taylors have in that country been thrown out of employment. At a public dinner held 
after Lord Somervitle's lite show of fat cattle* hi London, Sir John Sir.claire, alluding 
to this circumstance, gave the following toast, . which is also applicable on other similar 
instances of speculation: "Ma'y idle speculators never fleece the industrious-" 

Notwithstanding the relaxations in the embargo, on the part of America, and the 
alteration in the British orders in council, matters appear far from being accommodated 
between the two countries. At present the American* declare Holland to be neutral, 
and the British direct the blockade of her ports. If they act according to these declarations, 
British cruizere will probably seize American vessels entering the ports of Holland, and 
thus give occasion for direct hostilities. Affairs must remain in this state or Uncertainty 
for some time longer, at least till the decision of the American government is knPWO, 
when they see the alterations made in the orders in council, 

tn the mean time the: president (Madison) has published a proclamation stating that 
intimation has been given to him by the British envoy, that the orders in council would 
he withdrawn 'on the 10th of next month, and declaring in that case free intercourse 
shall be renewed between the two countries from that period. Some cause for hesitation 
yet remained, whether the alterations which have been made by eur government, will 
afford complete satisfaction in America. Doubts on this subject are still farther confirmed, 
t»y observations that the Earl of Bathurst, as president of the Board of Trade, in a cot), 
versattoji with the chairman of the committee of American merchants, has declared that 
the British Envoy was not authorized to make.thif concessions to America, which appear 
in his correspondence. Thus our administration show themselves not possessed *f the 
qualification to know how to concede with dignity, but descend to render their diplo- 
matic negocrstions a mere higgling bargain, of a trifle more or less to be conceded. 

The Earl of Liverpool and the Chancellor of theExchequer have declared that theseorders 
a-e not rescinded, but only altered to accommodate the present state of things, particularly 
with regard to the countries now in alliance with England. They attempted to involve 
the business in obscur ty, and to give to it the appearance of little concession being made* 
to America. Lord Grenville well remarked, "that the fata of the present alterations 
would probably be similar to the original orders, to be praised, supported, carried, and 
finally reHnq-n'ished ; and that in the exact proportion, in which they participated of the 
nature of Wife former orders, in the same proportion they would be found injurious to the 
interests of the country." 

A limited intercourse is at present permitted between thes* countries and Holland, 
♦he necessities of the latter country have probably extorted some concessions- in the way 
of Hade from her rulers, although the continuance of them is very precarious, and 
this trade may probably again, as on former occasions, be speedilV interrupted 
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Some decisions have lately taken^Iace in the courts of Jaw in this country, which 
are likely to produce a great change in the system of discounting in the town of Belfast. 
It has been adjudged that if any sum exceeding 6 per cent per annum, be taken on bills, 
whether under the name of commission, or any other denomination, the laws against 
usury apply, a/)d that particularly giving bills which have some time to run, as cash 
is usury in an aggravated form. On the question of law, the business appears to be 
decided, as te 'he propriety of allowing snch practices in a commercial country, much 
may be said on both sides. If men of small capitals are assisted by such a practice to 
carry on trade, they may also be oppressed if the exactions are too great, and 
the profits of the trade may come ultimately to centre in the coffers of the discounter. 
In some cases the weak may be advantageously aided, but in others an undue extension 
of trade beyond the capital of the trader, may be encouraged to his own injury, and 
in many cases to the injury of those in the same trade with him; and this mode of 
raising money by drawing and redrawing, is attended with so heavy charges, as almost 
in all cases to sink those who engage deeply in it. 

During the current month, exchange has risen to 8 J and 8J per cent, for gold, while 
the premium on guineas has fallen to 1, and latterly to § per cent. 



MEDICAL REPORT. 

List of Diseases occurring in the practice of a Physician in Belfast, fron 
April 20, till May 20. 

Barometer.. ..highest ... - 30 10 Thermometer highest .----- 7;! jf 

mean - - - - 29 30 mean ------ 42 00 

lowest 29 lowest - - - -. , - 34 0<> 

Typhus, -------1 Contagious fever. 

Pneumonia, - - - - - 1 Pleurisy. 

Opthalmia, ------ 4 Inflammation of the eyes. 

Rheumatismus acutus, - 2 Acute rheumatism. 

Phthisis Pulmonalis, - 1 Consumption. 

Asthma, -------2 Asthma. 

Amaurosis, - - - — - 2 Blindness without apparent disease. 

Aphtha, ---.---1 Thrush. 

Variola, -------1 Small pox. 

Scrophttla, --.--- 6 Evil. 

Herpes, --------4 Tetter, vulgarly called scurvy. 

Pyrosis,-- ------ 1 Waterbrash. 

Hemoptysis, - 1 Spitting of blood. 

JEpylepsia cerebralis, — 2 Convulsions. 

Colica, 2 Colic. 

Hysteria, -------1 Hysterics. 

Rachitis, -------1 Rickets. 

Anasarca, ------ 1 General Dropsy. 

Gonorrhea, t g Vener€al disease . 

Syphilis, - - } 

Morlii infantilis, 27 Febrile and bowel complaints of children. 

The diseases of this month are not marked by any particular character, unless if 
be mildness, fever is gradually wearing away, which together with the absence of 
small-pox, measels, scarlet-fever and hooping-cough, ought to be esteemed a bless- 
ing, for although the list presents one case of small-pox, it cannot be altogether re- 
ferred to the diseas.es of Belfast or its neighbourhood, as the child was sent here to b;? 
inoculated for cow-pox and brought the disease with it from a distance of ten or twelv.- 
miles, nor has it spread, as most of the children in the street where it remained had 
been previously vaccinated, one of the cases of amaurosis; or gutta serena, decidedlj- 
overtnrns an opinion of Dr. Darwin and some others, that " this is a disease of dark 
eyes only," the subject of it having light blue eyes; electricity, calomel, hemlock 
and a seaton had been all tried in vain, when it occurred to your reporter that 
galvanism might be usefnl in removing the torpid or paralytic state of the optic nerve, 
but he is Obliged to declare that neither in this nor in two similar eases was there 
the slightest benefit derived from its application; and in the case of a man \vh» 
killed himself by drinking a large quantity of spirits its effects were much less in 



